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Sir: 

In compliance with Applicants' duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in 
conformance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97-1.98, Applicants hereby submit the following references for 
consideration by the Examiner. In particular the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(d) have been 
satisfied as shown by the attached certification in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) and check 
for $180 to cover the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .17(p). A completed copy of Form PTO-1449 is 
enclosed. 
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I. DISCLOSURE 

A. U.S. Patents 

Patent No. Inventor Issue Date 

5,517,655 Collins et al. 05/14/96 

5,627,766 Beaven 05/06/97 

6,125,390 Touboul 09/26/00 

B. Foreign Patent References 

Reference No. Country Publication Date 

EP 0 666 667 A2 EP 08/09/95 

C. Literature 

1 . Yang, Sheausong et al., "Message Flow Analysis and Run-Time Verification for 
Parallel Programs" Proceedings of the 1989 International Conference on Parallel Processing held 
on August 8-12, 1989, Vol. II Software, August 8, 1989, pp. II 19-22. 

2. Aerts, A.T.M et al, "Message Flow Control," Information Systems Development 
for Decentralized Organizations -Proceedings of the IFIP Working Conference on Information 
Systems Development for Decentralized Organizations, 1995, Published by Chapman & Hall, 
August 21, 1995, pp. 51-66. 

II. DISCUSSION 

1. U.S. Patent No. 5,517,655 

The 6 65 5 patent was cited as an A-type reference in a Search Report for European Patent 
Application No. 02 70 7610. An A-type reference is not particularly relevant to patentability and 
provides technological background. 



2. U.S. Patent No. 6,125,390 

The 6 390 patent was cited as an X-type reference in a Search Report for European Patent 
Application No. 02 70 7610. An X-type reference is particularly relevant if taken alone. 

3. European Reference No. 0 666 667 

The '667 reference was cited as an A-type reference in a Search Report for European Patent 
Application No. 02 70 7610. It is believed that U.S. Patent No. 5,627,766 corresponds to the '667 
reference. 

4. Yang et al. Article 

The Yang et al. article was cited as an A-type reference in a Search Report for European 
Patent Application No. 02 70 7610. 

5. Aerts et al. Article 

The Aerts et al. article was cited, as an A-type reference in a Search Report for European 
Patent Application No. 02 70 7610. 
III. CONCLUSION 

It is believed that none of these references, alone or in combination, disclose or suggest 
the invention claimed. However, Applicants wish to make it clear that the disclosure of the 
above references is in no way an admission that they qualify as prior art. It is Applicants' desire, 
however, to have these references available in the record for both the Examiner and the public to 
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see. Applicants therefore request that the Examiner review the entire disclosure of each 
reference and make the above-listed references of record. 



BRINKS HOFER 

GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 
(312) 321-4200 

Dated: December 19, 2007 




Respectfully_snbmitted, 



JoMn C. Freeman 
Registration No. 34,483 
Attorney for Applicants 
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CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. $ 1.97(e)(1) 



I, John C. Freeman, certify that each item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement attached hereto was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application of United States Patent Application Serial No. 09/943,964 not 
more than three months prior to the filing of the infojrnatiojLdisclosure statement attached hereto. 



BRINKS HOFER 
GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 
(312) 321-4200 



Date: December 19, 2007 




Registration No. 34,483 
Attorney for Applicants 
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